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The interval between the announcement of the recall and
the arrival of Camden was a very anxious one. A great meeting
of the Catholics, summoned by the Catholic Committee, was held
in Dublin, to petition the King that Parliament should not be
prorogued till the Catholic question had been settled, and a
petition for the continuance of Fitzwilliam in office was taken
by delegates to London. Meetings of Protestant freeholders and
freemen cf Dublin, and of the merchants and traders, with a
governor of the Bank of Ireland at their head, were held for the
same purpose, and they expressed their entire concurrence in
the removal of religious disabilities. Kildare, Wexford, Antrim,
Londonderry, and other counties followed the example, while
addresses from numerous counties and corporations, and from the
students of Trinity College, were presented to Fitzwilliam and
Grattan.1

The delegates sent on the part of the Catholics to London, to
petition the King to continue Lord Fitzwilliam in office, were
graciously received, but obtained no answer; and shortly after
their return, the Catholic Committee convened another great and
very important meeting. Its resolutions expressed the regret of
the Catholics at the removal of Lord Fitzwilliam, c contrary to
the unanimous wish of the whole people;' their consolation ' in
contemplating the rising spirit of harmony and co-operation
among all sects and descriptions of Irishmen, so rapidly ac-
celerated by that event 5' their earnest wish that the Catholics
of Ireland should ' cultivate by all possible means the friendship
and affection of their Protestant brethren,3 and their desire that
Grattan should reintroduce the Catholic Bill in the next session
of Parliament. The two memorable passages I have already
cited from the letters of the English Minister, pointing, as was
universally believed, to the desire of Government to postpone
the Catholic question, with the object of effecting a legislative
union, were then read, and this great and representative Catholic
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